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ALLEN COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

COLLEGE HISTORY


The College was established in 1923 as Iola Junior College under the jurisdiction of the Board of Education of Iola Public Schools, District #10. The College was designed as grades 13 & 14 primarily to serve the students within the district and was located on the third story of the high school.


Iola Junior College served the community until June, 1965, when the local Board of Education successfully petitioned the State Superintendent of Public Instruction to create a county wide community college.  On July 1, 1965, Allen County Community Junior College came into being.


On February 14, 1966, the voters approved a 1.5 million dollar bond issue to construct a campus type facility.  A 96 bed residence hall was opened for occupancy on August 25, 1969, and the College held its first classes in the new building on the 90 acre campus on January 5, 1970.  In 1978 the College name changed to Allen County Community College to more accurately reflect its stature.


In 1979 the Board of Trustees authorized the purchase of a 250 acre farm, located five miles north of Iola on Highway 169, to enhance the agriculture program.  A lighted rodeo arena was completed at the agriculture center (farm) in 1982.  One large animal and classroom building was completed on the farm in 1982.  A second building was added in 1988.


Completion of other buildings included a new 56 bed residence hall in August of 1983, and an 18,000 square foot activity building in February, 1985. A physical fitness trail was constructed on campus in the summer of 1984, and in 1985 a maple floor replaced the original synthetic floor in the gymnasium.  A new 15,000 square foot technology building was completed in the spring of 1989.  A Fitness Center began operation in the spring of 1990.


A music classroom and performance area was completed in the main campus C Complex in 1995 and a storage area, locker rooms, restrooms, trainer's area, and official's dressing area were added to C Complex in 1997.


In the spring of 1991 the Osage County Center began operation at Burlingame, Kansas, as a cooperative venture between the local public school district in Burlingame and the College.  A 7,500 sq. ft. academic building was completed in 1991 with a shared
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library added in 1993 and six additional classrooms provided in three modular units in 1985.


The college now enrolls approximately 1,700 students in the programs offered on campus, in industrial plants, and in eight outreach centers.  As a part of its mission to the community, Allen County Community College will continue to offer new services to its patrons as needs and desires become known.
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